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from Randy Olson’s book (2015) on scientific 
communication “Houston we have a narrative” Tool to build an abstract

An example:
    Abstract of a masters student’s project report = written for other masters students in physics:

Measurements under high magnetic fields are extremely common in physics. In 
most cases, the magnetic fields are generated by an electrical current in a coil that 
is cooled by a water flow. However, this water flow creates vibrations, which are 
believed to cause uncertainties in experimental measurements done within these 
magnetic fields. Therefore, we have studied this in one ongoing experiment. We 
investigate the relationship between the water flow, the amplitude of the coil’s 
vibrations, and the observed uncertainties in that experiment. We used Fourier 
analysis to show that measurement uncertainties are largest when the flow induces 
vibrations at the resonance frequencies of the system.

Comment: This abstract is generally very clear, except the two 
things underlined in red. Both of them would benefit from more 
explanation (perhaps an extra sentence or perhaps just 2 or 3 
extra words would be enough)  
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